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14 THE MEXICAN SIDE

such councils give rise to have not always seemed to me appro-
priate. Before undertaking the assault and after the reply given
to Travis who commanded the enemy fortification, I still wanted
to try a generous measure, characteristic of Mexican kindness,
and T offered life to the defendants who would surrender their
arms and retire under oath not to take them up again against
Mexico. Colonel Don Juan Nepomuceno Almonte, through
whom this generous offer was made, transmitted to me their
reply which stated that they would let us know if they accepted
and if not, they would renew the fire at a given hour. They
decided on the latter course and their decision irrevocably sealed
their fate.®

On the night of the fifth of March, four columns having
been made ready for the assault under the commmand of their
respective officers, they moved forward in the best order and

with the greatest silence, but the imprudent huzzas of one of -

them awakened the sleeping vigilance of the defenders of the fort
and their artillery fire caused such disorder among our colummns
that it was necessary to make use of the reserves. The Alamo
was taken, this victory that was so much and so justly celebrated
at the time, costing us seventy dead and about three hundred
wounded,” a loss that was also later judged to be avoidable and
charged, after the disaster of San Jacinto, to my incompetence
and precipitation. I do not know of a way in which any fortifi-
cation, defended by artillery, can be carried by assault without
the personal losses of the attacking party heing greater than those
of the enemy, against whose walls and fortifications the brave
assailants can present only their bare breasts. It is easy enough.
from a desk in a peaceful office, to pile up charges against a gen-
eral ont on the field but this cannot prove anything more than
the praiseworthy desire of making war less disastrous. But its

5 “To the proposals to surrender he replied always that every man under
his command preferred to die rather than surrender the fort to the Mexi-
cans.” Genaro Garcia, Documentos, 11, 34. :

8 “Not one remained alive but they disabled over a thousand of our
men hetween dead and wounded.” Ibid., 33.
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door to our future operations by taking it. It would have been
easy enough to have surprised it, because those occupying it did
not have the faintest news of the march of our army. I en-
trusted, therefore, the operation to one of our generals, who with
a detachment of cavalry, part of the dragoons mounied on in-
fantry officers’ horses, should have fallen on Béxar in the early
morning of February 23, 1836 My orders were concise and
definite. I was most surprised, therefore, to find the said
general a quarter of a league from Béxar at ten o'clock of that
day, awaiting new orders. This, perhaps, was the result of
inevitable circumstances; and, although the city was captured,
the surprise that I had ordered to be carried out would have saved
the time consumed and the blood shed later in the taking of the
Alamo.

Having taken Béxar and the proceeds of the small hooty hav-
ing been sold by the commissary department to meet its im-
mediate needs, all of which I communicated to the government
{ Document No. 4), the enemy fortified itself in the Alamo, over-
looking the city. A siege of a few days would have caused its
surrender, but it was not fit that the entire army should be de-
tained before an irregular fortification hardly worthy of the
name. Neither could its capture be dispensed with, for bad as it
was, it was well equipped with artillery, had a double wall, and
defenders who, it must be admitted, were very courageous and
caused much damage to Béxar. ILastly, to leave a part of the
army to lay siege to it, the rest continuing on its march, was to
leave our retreat, in case of a reverse, if not entirely cut off, at
Jeast exposed, and to be unable to help those who were besieging
it, who could be reenforced only from the main body of the
advancing army. This would leave to the enemy a rallying point,
although it might be only for a few days. An assault would in-
fuse our soldiers with that enthusiasm of the first triumph that
would make them superior in the future to those of the enemy.
It was not my judgment alone that moved me to decide upon
it, but the general opinion expressed in a council of war, made
up of generals, that I called even though the discussions which
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nature being such, a general has no power over its immutable
laws. Let us weep at the tomb of the brave Mexicans who died
at the Alamo defending the honor and the rights of their coun-
try. They won a lasting claim to fame and the country can

never forget their heroic names.
The enemy, discouraged by this blow that left fateful mem-

' ories, fled before our forces. Qur flanks, however, were, never-

theless, constantly molested by guerrilla bands,” which, favored by
their intimate acquaintance with the country, the thickets of the
woods, and the effectiveness of their rifles, caused daily losses to
our troops. It became necessary to remedy this evil. The slow
and embarrassing march of the whole army as a unit could have
availed but little for such a purpose, for the fact of being to-
gether could not stop this evil. Nor was it advisable that our
whole army should stop to combat the small guerrilla bands that
were almost invisible, allowing the main army of the enemy, now
fleeing, to perfect a plan of defence. Brevity was the ruling
principle of all my operations, and for this reason I divided the
troops available into three divisions, leaving at Béxar a sufficient
force under the command of General Don Juan José Andrade
to fall back upon.

The first division on our right, under the command of Gen-
eral Don José Urrea, was to operate in the district of Goliad, El
Cépano and the whole coast. Its orders were to fight the small
groups that were gathering to prevent their acting in concert
and becoming a menace, and to clear and free the coast of
enemies as far as Brazoria. This division was to rejoin me at
San Felipe de Austin, which, situated on the margin of a river,
in a central location, and well provided with food, seemned to me
very appropriate as a point from which to direct the campaign.

Another division under the command of General Don Antonio
Gaona was ordered to our left for the same purpose. With the
same objects in view as the first, it was to scour the entire line
from Béxar to Bastrop. Although at first he had instructions to

T There seems to be no evidence in the English accounts of the-campaign
that the Texans resorted to the use of guerrilla bands.
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street of the city, crossed the river and passing through the principal av-
enue arrived at the spot whence part of the ashes had been collected, the
procession halted, the coffin was placed upon the spot and three volleys of
musquetry were discharged over it by one of the companies, proceeding
onwards to the second spot from whence the ashes were taken whete the
same honors were done and thence to the principal spot and place of inter-
ment, the coffin was then placed upon the large heap of ashes when I
addressed a few words to the battalion and assemblage ptesent in honor of
the occasion in the Castilian language as I do not possess the English.
Major [ Thomas) Western then addressed the concourse in the Jatter tongue,
the coffin and all the ashes were then interred and three volleys of musquetry
were fired over the grave by the whole battalion with an accuracy that
would do honor to the best disciplined troops. We then marched back to
quarter in the city with music and colors flying. Half hour guns were not
fired because I had no powder for the purpose, but every honor was done
within the reach of my scanty means. I hope as a whole my effotts may
meet your apptobation.

- 4 -

Juan N. Seguin
Columbia (later Houston) Telegraph and Texas Register
4 APRIL 1837

Colonel fuan Nepomuceno Seguin gave a speech in Spanish at ibe interment
ceremany for the Alamo defenders (see document 3). This oration was translated
and published in a Texas newspaper.

Companions in Arms!! These remains which we have the honor of carry-
ing on our shoulders are these of the valiant heroes who died in the Alamo.
Yes, my friends, they preferred to die a thousand times rather than submit
themselves to the tyrant’s yoke. What a brilliant example! Deserving of
being nored in the pages of history. The spirit of liberty appears to
be looking out from its elevared throne with its pleasing mien and poine-
ing to us, saying: “There are your brothers, Travis, Bowie, Crockett, and
others whose valor places them in the rank of my heroes.” Yes soldiets and
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fellow citizens, these are the wotthy beings who, by the twists of fate, dur-

ing th i i i
gt 1¢ present campaign delivered their bodies to the ferocity of their
enemies; who, barbarously treated as beasts,

: were bound by their feet and
dragged to this spot, where they were reduced to ashes. The venerable te-

mains of o i i invi
ur worthy companions as witnesses, I invice you to declare to the

entire world, “Texas shall be f; i S
glorious combat.” ree and independent or we shall perish in
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Damasio de los Reyes
Deposition
4 SEPTEMBER 1856

Damasio de los Reyes filed a deposition to support the land grant pzritw.n of
Andrés Navas beirs. De los Reyes testified thar Nava was one of seven 'Ryz.zr'm
Alamo defenders. He saw Navas dead body within the Alamo wf'aetz authorities
ordeved him and other local citizens to burn the fallen defenders corpses.

The State of Texas, County of Béxar

Be ir temembered that on this the fourth day of September A.n. 1856, be-
fore me the undersigned aurhority inotary public C. E. Jefterson] ]pcfson(—i
ally appearcd Damasio de los Reyes and made oatl-l thar he‘ was acquam;e
with Andrés Nava in his litetime, thar he knew him welll in rhe years x 3.5
2nd 1836. That he was servingasa soldier with the A.mer{canslunderA'l;raws
in the Alamo in February and March A.D. 1836 and was k‘lﬂed in the ; auntc){
at the raking of the Alamo by Santa Anna, when Travis and Bowie an
i were massacred.
thelS[hI:I::Ty afier the battle deponent with Agustin Barrera and others welzlnt
into the Alamo and saw the dead body of said Nava. [’)éponent says c ;t
he, deponent, with others, were ordered by the authorities t© gil LI:tz t ef
Alamo and garher up the dead bodies and burn them. The dead body o
tned with the Americans. .
Na%;isniit says that there were seven Mexicans who fougl'fr on the mc!e
of the Americans who were Lilled in the Alamo, when Travis and Bowie
were killed, and Andrés Nava was one of them.

- IO -

Juana Navarro Alsbury
Perition
1 NOVEMRER 1857

Juana Navarro Alsbury, who was within the Alamo when it Jedl, requestzd
' ] ] / ing the
government compensation Jor the nursing services she prowded during
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siege and for personal property confiscated by the Mexican army after the
battle.

The State of Texas, County of Béxar
San Antonio—MNovember 1, 1857

To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of
Texas.

The petition of Juana Navatro Alsbury respeetfully referents that during
the war with Mexico she was in the Alamo art the time of its fall. She was

_ then the wife of Dr. [Horatio] Alexandet Alsbury, who was taken prisonet

on the 11th day of September 1842z and carried into captivity by General
Adrian Woll. That during the siege of the Alamo she was ever ready to
render and did render all rhe service she could towartds nursing and attend-
ing upon the sick and wounded during said siege, which lasted some twelve
or fourteen days. At the time when the place was stormed and catried by
the enemy she and an only sister and a Mrs. [Susanna] Dickinson were the
only females in the garrison. That all the property she had to wit her cloth-
ing, money, and jewels were seized and taken by the enemy . . . jthe peti-
tioner| prays the honorable Legislature will take her case into consider-

ation and in view of all the circumstances allow her some compensation.

Sn-
Francisco Esparza
Deposition

26 AUGUST 1859

Francisco Esparza filed a deposition to support the land grant pesition of his
brother Gregorio’ heirs. Esparza testified that his brother died defending the
Alamo. He also stated that Mexican general Martin Cos granted him permission
to bury Gregorio’s body, probably because Francisco had fought in the Mexican

army during the Texan siege of San Antonio three months earlier,
The State of Texas, County of Béxar

Before me, Samuel S, Smith, Clerk of the County Coust of Béxar County
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On the north bactery of the fortress lay the lifeless body of Colonel Travis
on the gun cartiage, shot only in the forehead. Toward the west and in the
small fort opposite the ciry, we found the body of Colonel Crockert. Colo-
nel Bowie was found dead in his bed, in one of the rooms of the south side.

Santa Anna, after all the Mexicans were taken out, ordered wood to be
brought to burn the bodies of the Texians. He sent a company of dragoons
with me to bring wood and dry branches from the neighboring forest.
About three o'clock in the afternoon they commenced laying the wood
and dry branches, upon which a file of dead bodies was placed; more wood
was piled on them and another file brought and in this manner they were
all arranged in layers. Kindling wood was distributed through the pile and
about five o’clock in the evening it was lighted.

The dead Mexicans of Santa Anna were talen to the graveyard but, not
having sufficient room for them, I ordered some of them to be thrown in
the river, which was done on the same day.

Santa Annds Joss was estimated at sixreen huudred men. These were the
flower of his army.

The gallantry of the few Texians who defended the Alamo was really
wondered at by the Mexican army. Even the generals were astonished ar
their vigorous resistance and how dearly victory had been bought.

The generals who, undet Santa Anna, participated in the storming of
the Alamo were Juan [Valentin] Amador, [Manuel Fetndndez] Castrillén,
[Joaquin) Ramirez [y] Sesma, and [Juan José] Andrade.

The men burnt numbered 182. 1 was an eyewitness, for as akalde [mayor]
of San Antonio T was with some of the neighbors collecting the dead bod-
ies and placing them on the funeral pyre.

Signed, Francisco Antonio Ruiz
PS. My father was Don Francisco Ruiz, a member of the Texas Conven-

tion. He signed the Declararion of Independence on the 2nd day of March,
1836.
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Juana Navarro Alsbury
John S. Ford Memoirs -
c. 18808

Jobn Salmon Ford, a renowned Texas veteran, political figure, and history
enthusiast, procured Juana Navarro Alsburys testimony as a source for his
writings on the Alamo battle. Recorded some fifty years after the battle, this
vivid account is one of the few sources ateribuied to adults who survived the
final asault on the Alamo. Although previously unpublished, Navarro Alsbury’s
account is included in this section because, like many published accounts of

this period, it is a relatively extensive narrative obiained by an interviewer.

Mirs. Alsbury’s Recollections of the Alamo

Juana, the daughter of Angel Navarro and a niece of Colonel José Antonio
Navarro, when very young was adopted by Governor [Juan Martin]
Veramendt, who had married her father’s sister. Sefiorita Juana martried a
Mexican gentleman, Don Alejo Pérez, by whom she had a son, Alejo, who
is a respectable citizen of San Antonio. The elder Pérez died in 1834 and his
widow married Dr. Horatio Alexander Alsbury early in 1836. It must be
remembered that Colonel James Bowie married the daughter of Governor
Veramendi, consequently his wife was the cousin and the adopred sister of
Mrs. Alsbury. This accounts for her being in his charge and in the Alamo.
When the news of Santa Anna’s approach at the head of a considerable
force was verified in San Antonio, Dr. Alsbury proceeded to the Brazos
River to procure means to remove his family, expecting to return before
Santa Anna could reach the city. He failed to do so; and his wife went into
the Alamo where her protector was, when the Mexican troops were near
by: She was accompanied by her younger sistet, Gertrudis. Colonel Bowie
was very sick of typhoid fever. For that reason he thought it prudent to be
removed from the part of the buildings occupied by Mis. Alsbury. A couple
of soldiers cartied him away. On leaving he said: “Sister, do not be afraid.
1leave you with Colonel Travis, Colonel Crockett, and other friends. They
are gentlemen and will treat you kindly.” He had himself brought back
twe or three times to see and talk with her. Their last interview took place
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three or four days before the fall of-the Alamo. She never saw him again,
either alive or dead.

She says she does not know who nursed him afier he left the quarrers she
occupied and expresses no disbelief in the statement of Madam Candelaria
[Andrea Castafién Villanueva]. “There were people in the Alamo I did not
see.”

Mirs. Alsbury and her sister were in a building not far from where the
residence of Colonel Sam Maverick was afterwards erecred. It was consid-
ered quite a safe locality. They saw very little of the fighting. While the
final strugple was progressing she peeped out and saw the surging columns
of Santa Anna assaulting the Alamo on every side, as she believed. She
could hear the noise of the conflict—the roar of the artillery, the rattle of
the small arms, the shouts of the combatants, the groans of the dying, and
rthe moans of the wounded. The firing approximated where she was and
she realized the fact that the brave Texians had been overwhelmed by num-
hers. She asked her sister to go to the door and request the Mexican
soldiers not to fire into the room, as it contained women only. Seforita
Gertrudis opened the door, she was greeted in offensive language by
the soldiers. Her shawl was torn from her shoulders and she rushed
back into the room. During this period Mrs. Alsbury was standing with
her one-year-old son strained to her bosom, supposing he would be
motherless soon. The soldiers then demanded of Seforita Gertrudis:
“Your money and your husband.” She replied: “I have neither money not
husband,” About this time a sick man ran up to Mrs. Alsbury and
attempted to protect her. The soldiers bayoneted him at her side. She
thinks his name was Micchell.

After this tragic event a young Mexican, hotly pursued by scldiers, seized
her by the atm and endeavored to keep her between himself and his assail-
ants. His grasp was broken and four or [ive bayonets plunged inco his body
and nearly as many balls went through his lifeless corpse. The soldiers broke
open her trunk and took her money and clothes, also the wacch of Colonel
Travis and ocher officers.

A Mexican officer appeared on the scene. He excitedly inquired, “How
did you come here? What are you doing here any how? Where is the
entrance to the for?” He made her pass out of the room over a cannon
standing nearby the door. He told her to temain there and he would have
her sent to President Santa Anna. Another officet came up and asked: “What
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Death Notice of Juana Navarro
Alsbury. The inscription states that
she died at 4:30 P}, on 23 July 1388
at the age of 78. She died ar the
Laguna Ranch and was buried
nearby. This netice is in the personal
Journal of fuands son, Alejo E,
Pérez, and is written in bis hand,
Pérez was the last survivor of the
Alams battle ar the time of bis
death in 1918. Courtesy LDorathy
Marie Pérez. Photograph from
original raken by stafFat Institure of
Texan Cultures, San Antonio,

Gertrudis Navarro Cantd, sister af
Juana Navarrs Abbury and
stroiver of the Alamo barrle,

CNod1o8, Gertrudis Navarro file,
Prints and Photographs Collection,
Center for Ametican History,
Unidyersity of Texas, Austin,
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are you doing here?” She replied: “An officer otdered us to remain here
o 113 - . 3
and he would have us sent to the President.” “President the devil. Don'

]

you see they are abour to fire rhat cannon? Leave.” They were moving
when rhey heard a voice calling “Sister.” “To my great relief Don Manuel
Pérez came to us. He said: ‘Don’t you know your own brother-in-law?” 1
answered: ‘T am so excited and distressed that I scarcely know anything.™
Don Manuel placed them in charge of a colored woman belonging to Colo-
nel Bowie and the parry reached the house of Don Angel Navarro in safety.

Mrs, Alsbury says to the best of her remembtance she heard firing at the
Alamo till twelve o'clock thac day.

She says the name of the girl Santa Anna deceived by false marriage was
[left blank].

She describes Colonel Bowie as a tall, well made gentleman, of a very
seriolis countenance, of few words, always to the point, and a warm friend.
In his family he was affectionare, kind, and so acted as to secure the love

and confidence of all.

- 18 -
Juan N. Seguin
Clarksville Standard

4 MARCH 1887

This interview of the aging Juan Nepomuceno Seguin expands on an earlier
account in his Memoirs (see docurnent 15} by describing the danger entailed
in his departure a5 a courier from the beleaguered Alawmo.

Colonel Juan N. Seguin

A representative of the [Lareds) Times called on the venerable Colonel Juan
N. Seguin, sole surviving captain of the Texan army participating in the
bactle of San Jacinto. Colonel Seguin was botn in Sau Antonio, October
29th [27th], 1806, and is consequently eighty years of age. He comes of
pure Casrilian descent, his ancestors being of the first colony that came
from the Canaries to San Fernando, as San Antonio was first called. He
would easily pass now for 2 man of sixty, so gently bas time indented its
furrows upon his brow and face, although his hair is snow white. In per-
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sonal appeatance Colonel Seguin is about five feet eight inches tall and
rather heavy, doubtless weighing 170 or 18¢ pounds. His complexion is
feir, his features regulat, and the general expression of the countenance
indicating firmness and gentleness of heart. As a commander his fotce must
have lain rather in petsuasion and the love of his men, than in the exercise
of stetn power, as was largely the case with General [Lawrence Sullivan?]
Ross. His manner is dignified yet kindiy and confidential, and tears came
to his eyes as he dwelt upon the stirring scenes of 1836 and he inquired of
his friends of that period and of their descendants. Of those known to the
writer, only one survives: Mr. Thomas O’Connor, of Refugio; and as the
old veteran inquired of John J. Linn, Edwatd Linn, John S. Menefee, and
others, the answer was “Dead!” In many respects Colonel Seguin was a
unique figure in the Texas Revolution, siding as he did against the majority
of his countrymen. That he was actuated by the purest of patriotic motives
there can be no doubt, and equally as true s it that he contribured his full
share in achieving the independence of Texas. He was shut up in the Alamo
by the encircling lines of Santa Anna’s army and was the fourth and lasc
messenger sent out by Travis for aid, Major Red [fohn W. “Red” Smith?]
being the only one so sent whose name he could recall. The message was
verbal, direcring Colonel [James Walker] Fannin, ar La Bahia (Goliad) to
march to his rescue. His egress from the beleaguered Alamo was under the
friendly cover of darkness and was atrended with great danger, as the fort
was entirely surrounded and bombs were burstiug all around. He, how-
ever, stealthily made his way through the Mexican lines on foor and often
upon all fours, A horse was procured at a ranch and he rode nighr and day
until La Bahla was reached and faithfully delivered the message to Colonel
Fannin. Celonel Seguin says Fannin said it would be impossible for him to
comply, as General [Jos¢] Urrea was then near his position. Being unable
to re-enter the Alamo, and forcunartely for him, Colonel Seguin went to
Gonzales, at which point was General Houston aud the Texan army. Here
he organized his company, a brave and gallant band of Mexicans who did
their whole duty at San Jacinro.
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Chapter One

The bearer takes with him one of the flags of the enemy’s Blatta]iclnns,
captured today. The inspection of it will show plainly the true intentions
of the treacherous colonists, and of their abettors, who came from parts
of the United States of the North. God and Liberty!!®

Santa Anna apparently felt it necessary to exaggerate the
losses of Texans at the Alamo while downplaying his owr. Tra-
ditionally the Texan losses are given as 182 — 189, but new
evaluation of sources indicates the number was prgbably clc'>se'r
to 250 — 260, Still, Santa Anna’s number of §OO is unrealisti-
cally high.”® (For other accounts by or attributed to Santa
Anna see #1.9, 1.11,3.1,4.31, and 4.33)

18
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Chapter Two

1836

We also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses

— Hebrews XJ1 |

2.1

“Susanna Diclkinson, March 24, 1836

From an article in the Telegraph and Texas Register

At daybreak of the 6th inst. the enemy surrounded the fort with their
infantry, with the cavalry forming a circle outside to prevent escape on
the part of the garrison: the number consisted of at least 1000 against
[40! General Santa Ana commanded in person, assisted by four generals
and a fermidable train of artillery. Our men had been previously much
fatigued and harrassed by nightwatching and incessant toil, having experi-
enced for some days past a heavy bombardment and several real and
feigned attacks. But, American valor and American love of liberty dis-
played themselves to the last: they were never more conspicuous: twice
did the enemy apply to the walls their scaling ladders, and twice did they
receive a check; for our men were determined to verify the words of the
immortal Travis, "to make the victory worse to the enemy than a defeat.”
A pause ensued after the second attack, which was renewed on the third
time, owing to the exertions of Santa Anna and his officers: They then
poured in over the walls, “like sheep:” the struggle, however, did not
even there cease- unable from the crowd and for want of time to load
their guns and rifles, our men made use of the but [sic]-ends of the latter
and continued to fight and to resist, until life ebbed out through their
numberless wounds and the enemy had conquered the fort, but not its
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brave, its matchless defenders: they perished but they yielded not: only
one (Warner) remained to ask for quarter, which was denied by the unre-
lenting enemy....

[At this point the editor of the article added his own
unabashed praise for the defenders of the Alamo. The narra-
tive continues below:|

From the commencement to the close the storming lasted less than
an hour. Major Evans, master of ordnance was killed when in the act of
setting fire to the powder magazine, agreeable to the previous orders
from Travis. The end of David Crocket of Tennessee, the great hunter of
the west was as glorious as his career through life had been useful. He and
his companions were found surrounded by pifes of assailants, whom they
had immolated on the altar of Texas liberties. The countenance of
Crocket was unchanged: he had in death that freshness of hue, which his
exercise of pursuing the beasts of the forest and the prairie had imparted
to him. Texas places him, exaltingly, amongst the martyrs in her cause.
Col. Travis stood on the walls cheering his men exclaiming “Hurra my
boys” tilt he received a second shot, and fell: it is stated that a Mexican
general (Mora) then rushed upon him, and lifted his sword to destroy his
victim, who, collecting alt his last expiring energies, directed a thrust at
the former, which changed their relative positions: for the victim became
the victor, and the remains of both descended to eternal sleep: but not
alike to everlasting fame.

Travis's negro was spared, because, as the enemy said, “his master
had behaved like a brave man:” words which of themselves form an epi-
taph: they are already engraved on the hearts of Texans, and should be
inscribed on his tomb. Col. James Bowie, who had for several days been
sicl, was murdered in his bed: his remains were mutilated.

Suspended animation has returned to the instrument of our narra-
tion, and we continue. Mrs. Dickinsen and her child, and a negro of
Bowie's, and as before said, Travis’s were spared.

Our dead were denied the right of Christian burial; being stripped
and thrown into a pile, and burned. Would that we could gather up their
ashes and place them in urns!

It is stated that about fifteen hundred of the enemy were killed and
wounded in the last and previous attacks.!

Susanna Dickinson {1814-1883) was the wife of Almeron
Dickinson, who served as an artillery officer in the Alamo
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garrison, She survived the Alamo batt]

i e with her inf i
ter Angelina. This first account of erinfant daugh

the fall of the Alamo
Texas Register

appeared in the newspaper the Telegraph and

Susanna (Dickinson) Hannig survived the Alamo
battle and gave several accounts of it in later life.

(Courtesy of the Archives Division — Texas State Library)
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.shed in San Felipe de Austin by Joseph Baker, Galul
]%l(l)ll?illsie]r., and Thomfs H. Borden. The paper hadn beeﬁ'li
publications since the previous October. The issue in Aw ic
this account appeared was the last issue before the, editors “FF‘.;\E
forced to flee to [Harrisburg before Sfmta'l Anna’s arr_n}]; e
account is interspersed heavﬂywith edltor}al Commt?nlts_ y ©
publisher, and the actual information prpwded by D1c cmsoxg s
scant. Much of the information in this account is repea et
later in accounts by Travis’s slave, Joe. Some of the St{itf.l:nen S
attributed to Joe actually originated with Susanna Dic qni;o'rg;
(See the account of Joe, #2.6. For other accounts by og a’é 29
uted to Dickinson se€: 2.5,3.18, 3.20, 3.992,3.23,3.28,3.29,
and 4.22.)

2.2 - .
Unidentified Mexican Soldier, April 5, 1836
From an article in EI Mosquito Mexicano

Dear brothers of my heart; God our Lord receive thanls, bzcal_ulie
the triumph of our forces are multiplied. The ungrau-afu\ ar\d };rourez;us
nists who made us suffer so many days of unpleasantness u;t e p}; ous
campaigns have now succumbed to the fate-brough_t a ?ut yuenc
imprudent rashness. After thirteen days of continuous fire, h1shexfcemﬂca):
the President ordered at 2:00 AM., the night beforef last, that the fo c
tions at the Alamo be attacked: to make this effective four co\umT:s :\;'es
readied, being commanded by General Cos and Colonels jquan o | CO;
D.N. Duque de Estraday Romero. I was u]nder the ori\e{zsa rszirc'le;bom
refore will relate what | saw at close range.
Z;ir?:ch we stopped at 3:00 AM. on the north sul:le, abou't 3(3:10 p{a;i
from the enemy’s fort and there the cc?lumn whlch consasthe ?Ound
Aldama and part of that of San Luis Potosi. We rema.lned ont e,.ih .
until 5:30 {the morning felt quite cool) When.the signal 'Fo r:ad .
given by his Excellency the President, from his batfery 5|tluale Lo
northeast. Immediately Mr. Cos yelled - on your feet! and p aclnbg el
at the head of the forces, we ran to the assault. Ladder%, beam, ars,hp o
axes &c were carried for that purpose; although the distance \A\fqas sfo )
we suffered through cannister shots that shot down more tdan domrté
men: the tenacious resistance of our enemy.was to pe adrn\;e an e
dauntless steadiness of all the generals, chiefs, officers an trioczp .nd
seemed as though the shot and bullets from the cannons, MUSKES a
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rifles of the enemy found their mark on the chests of our soldiers, who
ceaselessly shouted Long Live the Mexican Republic! Long Live General
Santa Anna! | assure you that all signs of fear or terror disappeared at the
sight of so many brave men by ladders, by batteries, by embrasures and
even over one another clambered over the walls. The four columns and
the reserves as if by a charm at the same time climbed the enemy’s wall
and threw themselves inside his enclosure after about three quarters of
an hour under horrible fire which when ended was followed by a horrid
battle at sword point; and afterwards a pitiful but unavoidable massacre
of the ungrateful colonists took place, some throwing down their arms
and attempting to flee or hide.

Miserable ones! They no longer exist: they all died, alland up to now |
have seen burned {to avoid putrefaction) 257 bodies not counting the
previous ones of the thirteen days, or those being caught, who attempted
to escape. The chief they called Travis died like a brave man with his gun
in his hand, in back of a cannon; but the wicked and boastful Santiago
Bowie, died like 2 worman, almost hidden under a rnattress. On our side
we suffered heavy losses both of officers and troops, and about 200
wounded, a regrettable loss but small if one considers the strong position
of the enemy and its kind. The former insult which we have received has
been avenged. His Excellency the President made a beautiful speech toall
of the divisions inside the Alamo in view of the dead enemies, and is
pleased with everyone's behavior.2

The true identity of this Mexican soldier has never been
established. There has been some speculation that the writer
was José Juan Sanchez Navarro, a scion of the largest land
holding family in Mexico. The reason for this writer’s anonym-

ity also remains a mystery. {See Sanchez-Navarro’s account
#4.29.)

2.3
Joe, April 11, 1836
From a Jetter by an unidentified correspondent to
the editor of the New Orleans Commercial Bulletin

...The Honorable Davy Crockett died like a hero, surrounded by
heaps of the enemy slain. Colonel James Bowie was sick and unable to
rise. He was slain in his bed: the enemy allowed him a grave — probably
in consideration of his having been married to a Mexican lady, a daughter
of the fate Governor Berrimundi [Veramendi]. The enemy had made
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daily and nightly attacks upon the place for |0 days. The garrison was
exhausted by incessant watching; at last the enemy made a final assault
with 4000 men, half an hour before daylight, on the morning of the 6th
instant. It was darlc, and the enemy were undiscovered until they were
close to the walls, and before the sentinels had aroused the garrison, the
enemy had gained possession of a part of the ramparts. The garrison
fought lilke men who lknew there was but a brief space left them in which
to avenge the wrongs of their country’s possession. When driven from
the walls by overwhelming numbers, they retired to the barracks, and
fought hand to hand and man to man until the last man was slain — no,
there was a man yet left; a little man named Warner had secreted himself
among the dead bodies, and was found when the battle was over, and the
dead men being removed without the walls of the fort. He asked for
quarters; the soldiers took him to Santa Anna, who ordered him to be
shot. The order was executed, and the body was taken out and burnt
with the heroes who deserve as bright a remembrance as those who died
on the pass of Thermopylae.?

Joe (1813 or 15 - ?) was the slave of William Barret Travis
and accompanied Travis into the Alamo. He participated in the
Alamo battle as an active combatant but survived with minor
wounds. He was last reported in Austin, Texas, in 1875. Joe
was briefly detained by Santa Anna following the Alamo battle
and then was permitted to travel to the Texan forces. He gave
his story of the battle to Texan officials, and his words were
interpreted and passed on by some of those who heard them.
This first letter is included since it has been cited as one of
Joe’s firsthand accounts in the past, and the writer states, “I
learnt these facts from a negro boy, the servant of Colonel
Travis.” Apparently no anthropologist, the writer also explains
that Joe’s life was spared “probably in consideration of his kin-
dred blood [to the Mexicans].”® This letter should not be
construed as Joe’s exact words. It is obvious that the account
has been heavily edited by one or perhaps more newspaper edi-
tors. (For other accounts by or attributed to Joe see #2.4, 2.6,
and 4.13)
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2.4 !
Joe, April 12, 1836

As reported by George C. Childress
n the Memphis (Tennessee) Enquirer

Tht.a servant of the lamented Travis, says his master fell near the close
of the siege. That the Texians had picket guards stationed some hundred
_)rards around the Alamo, (as the fort of San Antonio s called,) and upon
ItS4 walls; that on Sunday morning about 3 o’clock the guard up,on the \Erall
cried out, “Col. Travis the Mexicans are coming!™ Whether the picket
guards were asleep or killed is not known; they were not heard, if the
sounded any alarm. The Mexicans were encamped around the,Alamoy
out of the reach of its cannon. Col. Travis sprang from his blanket with his‘
sword and gun, mounted the rampart and seeing the enemy under the
mouths of the cannon with scaling ladders, discharged his double bar-
reled gun down upon them; he was immediately shot; his gun falling upon
the enemy and himself within the fort. The Mexican General leading cthe
charge mounted the wall by means of a ladder, and seeing the bleedin
Tlraws, attempted to behead him: the dying Colonel raised his sword ang
killed him! The negro then hid in one of the apartments of the fort, until
the spirit of bravery was entirely quenched, when he heard a ’voice
enql.'l,ire if there “were no negroes here.” The negro replied “yes here's
.orl1e, and came out; a Mexican discharged a gun at him, but did him no
mjury; another ran his bayonet at him, injuring him slightly, when the
Mexican officer speaking English interposed and saved him. ',This officer
conversed freely with the negro as also did Santa Anna; this general was
there, and made the negro point out Col. Travis; by which conversation
he knew his master had killed the general leading the siege, as their blood

then congealed together. The bod i is i
. y of Col. Travis and his little yet
band were burnt by order of Santa Anna...’5 e

This .version of Joe's account comes to us through the
observations of George C. Childress, who had been the editor
of the Nashville Banner. Childress was present at Washing-
ton-on-the-Brazos, Texas, when Joe reported the fall of t};ge
Alamo to Texan officials. He claimed to receive this account
personally from Joe and described him as being “intelligent
and known to be faithful and honest. s {For other accountgs b
or attributed to Joe see #2.3, 2.6, and 4. 13.) !
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